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Art Unit: 2852 

1. Claims 40-42 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 1 1/4/2006. 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

3. Claims 1-34 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claims 1-34, the applicant calls for a "secondary" transfer member which is 
not clear in that a first or "primary" transfer member has never been mentioned. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

4. Claims 35 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ryusaki et al. (JP# 08-114995). 

Ryusaki et al. teach an image forming apparatus comprising a photosensitive 
member 1, a developing device 6 for developing a latent image into a toner image, a 
intermediate transfer belt 2, a primary transfer roller 7 for transferring the toner 



Application/Control Number: 10/729,382 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2852 

image from the photosensitive drum to the intermediate transfer belt, a secondary 
transfer roller 9 for transferring the toner image from the intermediate transfer belt 
to a recording sheet. A cleaning blade 3 will come into contact with the intermediate 
transfer belt in order to clean residual toner from the belt. As can be seen in Fig. 5 
for example, the cleaning blade contacts the edge of the belt first. 

5. Claims 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamazaki (JP# 11-288178). 

Yamazaki teach an image forming apparatus comprising a photosensitive 
drum 10, an intermediate transfer belt 20, a primary transfer roller 15 and a 
secondary transfer roller 38 for transferring a toner image from the intermediate 
transfer belt to a recording sheet. The intermediate transfer belt has a multi-layer 
structure with one edge being an electrode. A contacting mechanism keeps the 
secondary transfer roller in contact with the belt at least at the electrode edge 
portion. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patent ability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 
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6. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamazaki (JP# 11-288178) in view of Sameshima. 

Yamazaki taught supra discloses most of what is claimed except the 
secondary transfer roller being made of an elastic material. Sameshima teach an 
image forming apparatus comprising a photosensitive drum 1, an intermediate 
transfer belt 5, a primary transfer roller 5j for transf erring a toner image from the 
photosensitive drum to the intermediate transfer belt, and a secondary transfer 
roller 11 for transferring the toner image from the intermediate transfer belt to a 
recording sheet. The secondary transfer roller is made of elastic sponge (col. 10, lines 
41-44). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have the secondary transfer roller made of an elastic because 
a wide transfer nip can be formed with the intermediate belt which will improve 
transfer of the toner to the recording sheet. 

7. Claims 1,4,8,37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ryusaki et al. (JP# 08-114995). in view of Sameshima. 

Ryusaki et al. taught supra discloses most of what is claimed except the 
secondary transfer roller contacting the intermediate transfer belt at a widthwise 
end portion first. Additionally, the transfer belt having a seam is not taught. 
Sameshima teach an image forming apparatus comprising a photosensitive drum 1, 
an intermediate transfer belt 5, a primary transfer roller 5j for transferring a toner 
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image from the photosensitive drum to the intermediate transfer belt, a cleaning 
blade 5e which contacts and separates from the intermediate transfer belt, and a 
secondary transfer roller 11 which contacts/separates from the intermediate 
transfer belt for transferring the toner image from the intermediate transfer belt to 
a recording sheet. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to also contact the transfer belt at a width wise 
edge first with the secondary transfer roller as was done with the cleaning blade in 
Ryusaki et al. because load variations during image formation can be lessened as 
taught in Ryusaki et al. In addition, the examiner takes Official Notice that forming 
an intermediate transfer belt with a seam is very well known in the art for ease of 
manufacture. 

8. Claims 2-3,5-7,9-30,34,36,39 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Choi, Kopp et al., Ihara (JP), and Matsuzaki (JP) all appear relevent to the 
claimed invention. 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert Beatty whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2130. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Arthur Grimley, can be reached on (571) 272-2136. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see httpV/p air-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Robert Beatty 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 



